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There was some talk in my family about the
forced labourers at the Weule machine fact
ory:
My brother Bernhard has fond memories of
Katja, a Polish woman who looked after him
in 194345 and left for Poland by bicycle at
the end of the war. Is it Katja Sitzko (p.3 be
low)? Did she arrive safely?
There are enough reports of cruel and spiteful
behaviour towards forced labourers. But there
were "also people from Goslar who treated
the forced labourers like human beings, con
trary to the instructions of the NSDAP. "1
My father mentions: "In 1944, people from
Belarus were still arriving. Their rations were insufficient. My brother, with the support of Dr.
Fricke, managed to bring about a substantial improvement."
"Years later, a comrade who had been in the Domodedovo prisoner-of-war camp near Moscow told
me: "We had found out that a Soviet soldier understood German ... The soldier told me about the end
of the war in Goslar and about Hermann Weule, where he had worked. He had good memories of
everything. At the time, he had come as far as the Elbe on a bicycle. There he got rid of the bike and
was transported to a penal camp for "re-education". After the subsequent military training in the Red
Army, he ended up in Domodedovo."" 2
But nothing was said about their placement in the Petersberg camp (p.18) and the former sadistic
camp director. As a postwar child, I was strictly forbidden to play there in the shanty town. 3 Nor was
there any mention of the persecution and extermination of Jews, Sinti, Roma and Yenish, homosexu
als and other minorities. It is this lasting silence until the end of their lives that has triggered some
thing in us as the next generation.
My book "Ancestral soil of Harz mountains" is also about this. When I was working on it in 2012, I
found 23 names in the forced labourers' file in the Goslar municipal archives with my brother, follow
ing a tip from Frank Jacobs from the "Tracing association of Harz region”. Thanks to German thor
oughness and pedantry, the card index has been preserved:

1 Goslar tracing association, Putting a stop to forgetting, Goslar 1998, p.4
2 Hermann Weule, „The Old Wallmoden Weule Family and their ventures“ Goslar: 1981, bound typewritten manuscript,

newly reproduced and with an appendix by Manfred Weule 2009, p.36
3 With one exception: Mrs. Drohne lived near the barrack settlement, very popular with us children because she brought
ice cream chocolate. Her husband maintained a sewage treatment plant there. For years she cleaned the apartment building
at Okerstraße 16 and did the hard work of washing clothes in a large woodfired wash kettle. She had a glass eye that regu
larly fogged up during this work, whereupon she took it out to clean it. She also had the peculiarity of talking loudly across
Okerstraße to acquaintances on the opposite side of the street (Odermark) while cleaning windows. Glory be to her
memory too!
2

Ukrainian forced labourers
at the Hermann Weule machine factory & iron foundry
Name

First name

Born

Place of birth

Antoschtschùk

Grigory

13.04.10

Kischenjow

Antoschtschùk née
Kusnjezowa

Anna

25.12.15

Rostow

Antoschtschùk

Gennadij

15.03.45

Goslar (!)

Drowna

Nadja

1924

Letawa, KamPodolsk

Dubischtschak

Nykola

24.11.00

Pniw district of Stanislau

Dubischtschak
née Semenyschyn

Katharina

17.03.18

Pniw district of Stanislau

Kubaj

Dmytro

19.10.17

Skarzawa, district of Lemberg

Kuzenko

Ilko

1924

Alexejewka district of Niprópetrowsk

Suroweckyj

Osi

24.03.13

Boratyn

Russian forced labourers
Name

Born

Place of birth

Profession

Citizenship

Klemenko
Kortjak

First
name
Iwan
Wasil

1925
1923

Blagodatnaja
NowaRuß

Labourer
Locksmith

Nisch

Danielo

02.02.25

Blagodatnaja

Labourer

Ziplakowa

Irnida

22.11.22

Woronesch

Female
worker

Soviet Union
stateless
(Ukrainian)
stateless
(Ukrainian)
Soviet Union

Polish forced labourers
Kossalke
Gralak

Julius
Jan

22.03.1923

Kopki

East European forced labourers without further information
Danielska
Klikinia
Kornewitsch
Kownijenka
Sedurina
Sitzko
Tschernowa
Zitlakowa

Juliane
Alexandra
Maria
Anastasia
Sonja
Katja
Maria
Julia
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Locksmith

Gennady Antoschùk, born in 1945, could still be alive as a member of my generation.
I am trying to make contact.
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Manfred Weule
Unterweinberg 59
5231 Schalchen, June 3rd 2016
Austria

Herrn
Antoshuk Gennadi Grigorjewitsch
per. Netschiporenko 10, kw. 20
65045 ODESSA
UKRAINE
Dear Mr Antoschuk,
It is a special pleasure for me to be able to write to you now. I write once in German and then also in
English. Please write to me which language is better for you.
We were both born in Goslar - you on 15 March 1945 and I on 28 June 1947 - and your parents lived
in Goslar as forced labourers and worked in my father Hermann Weule's factory, Machine factory
with iron foundry, Okerstr.16 in Goslar. This company existed until 1976.
There is an association in Goslar called "Tracing association" which has been researching the fate of
forced labourers and all other victims of National Socialism in the Goslar area since the end of the
1990s and has carried out many investigations, exhibitions and events. It has established contact
with the children of forced labourers via internet and received letters (see 2 brochures). The association gave me the tip to go to the Goslar city archives, where the registration cards of all forced la bourers had been preserved. This is how I found the registration sheet of your parents, on which you
are also handwritten (according to this registration sheet, your parents had been in the German
Reich since 4.6.1943) and this is how the list of forced labourers came into being, which is also attached.
My first attempt to contact former forced labourers through the human rights organisation Memorial in
Moscow was unsuccessful. Now the International Tracing Service in Arolsen/Germany was finally
able to contact you and send me your address (see page 5).
Why am I writing to you?
Because I know that many people in my home town have suffered and because listening and reconciliation are so important. My parents always spoke of the forced labourers in a very positive way; a
Polish woman, for example, always looked after my older brother Bernhard. But unfortunately they
kept silent (probably out of shame) about the crimes committed by others. For example, the name of
the tyrannical director of the Petersberg barracks camp, which was diagonally opposite the Weule
factory, is still unknown. Many forced labourers were housed there and tortured.
I'm sure you still remember the stories your parents told you about their time in Goslar. I would appreciate any details you could tell me about them. How were they treated in the Weule factory? By my
parents? By Kapos? How in the town? Do you know anything about the Petersberg camp? Are there
also positive memories?
I would be very happy if you could answer me
and send you my best regards
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Hello dear Mr Manfred Weule,
here is our reply to your letter written to my father Antoshuk Gennadi Grigorievich in June 2016.
After receiving your letter, he was very pleased that there are people who are interested in the fate of
concentration camp prisoners and forced labourers. So also for the fate of his parents and his own.
Unfortunately, however, he fell seriously ill shortly before receiving your letter and was unable to
reply to you immediately. He intended to reply to you after his recovery. Until that time, your letter
was on the table and he sometimes read it again to write a detailed reply later.
Then he was treated in the hospital for some time. He passed the tests, waited for improvement and
was sure he would get well. But the doctors could not stop his illness in time. His condition worsened
and he passed away on 31 August this year.
So now some time has passed. I wrote this letter as his son Antoshuk Aleksandr Gennadievich. And
Antoshchuk Alla Vasilyevna, his wife and widow, contributed to this letter.
My father spoke English and German. He showed us and read out the magazine (of the Tracing asso
ciation Harz region) that you sent along.
My father told us very little about life in the town of Goslar. He was too young at the time. We don't
know what details his parents told him about it.
But his birth in servitude had a great influence on his whole life. A
Russian place of birth in the Caucasus was entered in the official pa
pers: the town of Essentuki (Yessentuki).
But the KGB knew that he had actually been born in the town of Gos
lar.4
He was considered the son of enemies of the people. This made his
life very complicated.
It did not allow him to finish his studies in the field he had chosen. It
was the Institute of Maritime Studies. Although he was one of the
best students and wanted to become a sea captain, they expelled him
from the institute in his final year. He was warned that they would not
let him travel abroad. And when he decided to continue his studies to
work as a captain in Soviet waters, he was denied.
He worked in various factories. He was a steel cooker, then an electrician. He knew all about electrical
equipment very well. He had various hobbies. I learnt many things from him. In recent years, with my
help, he studied computers and the internet with great interest.
According to his father, I know that his mother met very good people in the town of Goslar5 . She vis
ited them almost every year until old age. I have attached to this letter newspaper cuttings that were
published in Germany for the 50th anniversary of the Victory. Many prisoners were invited there. On
page 15 there is a photo of Antoshuk Anna Mihajlovna. That is my father's mother. She died a few
years ago.

4 See the birth certificates and other documents.
5 This probably refers to Rheinhausen in the Ruhr area. His mother was a doctor and looked after Russian forced labourers
in the coal mines of the Ruhr area (see enclosures). The Antoshuks did not come to Goslar until January or February 1945.
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My mother and I don't know much about the early years of my father's
life. If you have any questions, we are happy to answer them.

We wish you health and success in all your affairs

Antoshuk Gennadi Grigorievich
and his wife Alla Vasilyevna

This correspondence continues to this day and on March 4, 2022 we received a current sign of life
from Odessa!
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Blast furnace engineer Grigory Antoshuk and
his wife Anna, née Kusnjezova, doctor

Their son Gennadi Grigorievich, born on 15.3.1945 in Goslar,
and his wife Alla Wassiljevna

Their son Aleksandr Gennadyevich
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Goslar birth certificate of Gennadij Antoshuk
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This Russian birth certificate of Gennadij Antoshuk
gives Yessentuki, Stavropol district, as his place of birth
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The Savings Bank of Goslar, the “Reich's town of farmers“, provides the newborn child
a savings gift voucher of RM 3!
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Copy of the Goslar birth certificate from 1994
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Unfortunately, we never met, Gennady Antoshuk!

14

One of many newspaper reports from the New Rhine Newspaper DuisburgRheinhausen
about the visit of a delegation of Russian women forced labourers
on the occasion of the 50th anniversary of the liberation in 1995.
It reproduces a conversation with Gennadij's mother, the doctor Anna Antoshuk.
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Fate of the children in “Bertha” remains unclear
Ukrainian doctor remembers  visit to schools
"I was very lucky in Rheinhausen". Again and again, Dr Anna Michalovka Antoschuk is overcome by memor
ies in the Rheinhausen Bertha Hospital. Then she deviates from her native Russian and tells in broken German.
The 82yearold and astonishingly spry Ukrainian visited the place on Tuesday where she cared for the forced
labourers  deported by the Nazis  who had to do slave labour at the Krupp factory between 1942 and 1944.
But she also remembers: "The doctors and staff of the hospital were always very friendly and supported us with
word and deed where they could."
At that time, the barracks on the Bertha site could accommodate 30 sick people. One room each was reserved
for cirrhosis of the liver and tuberculosis patients. "Although the time was very difficult, the atmosphere in the
hospital collective was very good. All the German staff had great compassion."
Thus, the sick forced labourers who could still walk were also allowed to take shelter in the bunker in the base
ment of the hospital during the increasing air raids, as the doctor reports: "The seriously ill had to stay in the
shelter. The staff wanted to share their fate and stayed in the barracks."
The administration gave the doctor and her Ukrainian nurses medicine and extra food, although the supply situ
ation was very bad. "The sick people got everything they needed".
Despite all the kindness, however, the brutal reality of the terror regime also prevailed in the hospital. Barbed
wire fenced off the accommodation. SS guards checked everyone going in and out of the area. The camp com
mandant harshly punished anyone who, in their opinion, lazed around or stole a little bread.
Children were also cared for in the sick barracks. The doctor made sure that they were allowed to stay in the ac
commodation for two to three days longer after they recovered. She also had to take care of pregnant women. "I
performed abortions, was present at the births."
The newborns were taken away from the mothers. "Where did they disappear to? Probably to a children's home,
I don't know exactly," says the doctor. Accordingly, she could not confirm research by SPD councillor Christel
Klingenburg that only 3 of 26 children born to forced labourers in the Krupp factory survived. Only: "There
were no small children in our barracks  there was hardly enough room for the adults."
"I wish you good luck, good health and all the best," Dr.Antoschuk said goodbye to her hosts  in other words,
everything she did not experience during her first stay in Rheinhausen.
Wednesday 8 March 1995, Neue RheinZeitung Rheinhausen

Text under the small photo:
Dr.Anna Michalovka Antoschuk was responsible for the forced labourers in the Bertha Hospital.

Text under the large photo:
Yesterday it was possible to talk to the former forced labourers in 3 Rheinhausen schools. For almost all pupils,
this meant history lessons at first hand. Until the very last second, they listened to the accounts of the women
who lost their youth here 50 years ago: of the theft of human beings by the German troops, of the hard work at
the blast furnace, of the harassment  but also of the human side.
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Archive evidence that Gennady's mother Anna Antoshuk, née Kusnjezova was a military doctor in the Red
Army.
Her occupation is missing from the Goslar archive card.
According to the entry in the Goslar forced labourer archive on p.4, she must have arrived in Goslar from the
Ruhr region via Watenstedt in January or February 1945, heavily pregnant., together with her husband, the blast
furnace engineer Grigorij Antoshuk. Had they already managed to take the first stage towards home?
On 15th of March 1945, she gave birth to her son Gennadij Grigorewitsch there. In July 1945 they set off for
their homeland.

17

American soldiers arresting German soldiers in 1945.
In the background is the residential building next to the Weule machine factory, my parents' house

American tanks in front of the Weule machine factory in 1945.
Some soldiers were shooting at the top of the clock tower
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The Petersberg (Mt.Peter) offers a view of the barracks of the "Petersberg Camp"
of the "Residential camp community of Goslar businesses reg.ass." in the foreground,
in which forced labourers were housed during the war.6

At the end of the 1950s, the barracks camp was demolished in order to create parking spaces for the
workers of the “Odermark” textile factory and the “Junior” furniture factory

6 Grigory Antoshuk and his wife Anna, née Kusnjezova, probably did not live in this camp, as their archive card lists two
addresses in the old town of Goslar: Hoher Weg 16 and Worthstr.5
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Review Ancestral soil of Harz mountains
in: UNSER HARZ (Our Harz) October 2014
Born in Goslar in 1947, the author embodies the critical generation born
shortly after the war, which inevitably had to distance itself from the previ
ous generation and its history and create something new in order to create a
right to exist again after the immeasurable horror of the war and the perse
cution of the Jews. The break with the parents' generation and the
homeland was often part of this. New theories were developed, the op
pressed and the poor were helped, so for a long time one's own emotional
world and identity remained unimportant and in the dark. Often it is then
illnesses or strokes of fate that make people aware of their personal deficit
and give them reason to search again for their own roots.
In stark contrast to the previous rather sobertheorizing lifestyle of the author are his experiences with
shamanic experiences, which he encounters in his search for his own person and history and that of his
homeland. As a descendant of an oldestablished family from AltWallmoden, ultimately owner of the
Weule machine factory in Goslar, he is closely connected with the exploited industrial landscape in
the Harz mountains. Through various approaches of mystical and therapeutic processing, he feels the
psychological burdens that have arisen here through the violation of the land and political back
grounds, such as the use of forced laborers, but also through the type of people that have formed in
this area. The author, who himself has built up a center for life orientation with his wife, tells about his
experiences with the healing of ancestral earth and ancestral relationships.
Manfred Weule, Harzer Ahnenerde (Ancestral soil of Harz mountains). Rerooting with longing,
Mother Africa and stubbornness, Wilhering (Austria): Bayer Verlag 2013/204

I had to let go of my father this year (my mother left a long time ago) and your open and biographical
flashback made it clear to me how valuable it is to know our roots and not to lose touch with them.
Your memories touched me and at the same time awakened memories of my own.
A unique book.
E.W. Managing director of a consulting company

“Ancestral soil of Harz mountains” tells the story of a man facing the unknown with longing, and also
looking into a dark mirror. This definitively motivated me to record memories from my life. It's a way
of empathising and being critical of what's going on. It's good for me because it helps me to let go of
the situation: to see what happens next and to appreciate what is valuable."
I.R.†, a woman who, at 89, looks back on an extremely eventful life
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Goslarsche Zeitung (Goslar Newspaper) Saturday, 22.Nov.2014

Weule: Highly emotional reappraisal
Evening on the Nazi past with company descendant impressed organiser "Spurensuche" (Search for
traces) and the visitors
By Heinz-Georg Breuer
Goslar. It was certainly not a lecture evening with a lot of theory like any other, what the association
"Spurensuche Harzregion" (Search for traces in Harz region) and its guest author Manfred Weule
presented to about 30 interested people on Thursday. It was rather quite practically emotional, and if it
became scientific, then with other disciplines than assumed. For three hours, Weule and the organisers
around Frank Jacobs and Dr Friedhart Knolle worked through the past of the Goslar industrial dynasty
during the Nazi era.
The ethnologist Manfred Weule, who lives in Austria and was born in Goslar in 1947, is a company
offspring. His grandfather founded the Hermann Weule machine factory in 1895, which moved a little
later to a new building on Okerstraße (now a DIY store) and operated there until 1973. The speaker's
birthplace stood in the corner on Odermark place, spatially even before the tower clock installed in the
founding years by the clockmaker relatives from Alt Wallmoden/Bockenem.

A 250kilometre journey
The introductory meeting on Thursday in front of the listed façade of the former company complex
was correspondingly nostalgic. Rochus Habel and Rudolf Bock introduced themselves as longstand
ing Weule skilled workers of the postwar years, KarlHeinz Hilgert as the son of the then authorised
signatory. And Christian Stern, an old university friend from the Berlin days of the seventies, had
travelled 250 kilometres from Dillenburg. Later, Weule's wife Helga, with whom he runs a centre for
life orientation near Salzburg, and other relatives completed the "family reunion" in the hall of the
"Hotel Lydia".
Family was also the topic of the speaker's remarks, who described himself as a 68er who had "not
found the bars of the cage for a long time". And about what the family was about at that time: "War
from morning till night. But all sorts of things were not allowed to be spoken." Admittedly, the forced
labourers  which is what the event was about in the narrower sense  were not a secret in the family.
Like Katja, for example, the Polish nanny of brother Bernhard. "But the topic of Jews or other minor
ities simply didn't exist in the family."
Manfred Weule was not satisfied with that at the time, but only after he landed in West Africa in the
course of his professional orientation was he able to successfully trace the dark family past  including
the question of why he could never actually enjoy his own successes in life with history breathing
down his neck.
The emigrated ethnologist researched with the help of "African brothers and teachers", as he put it on
Thursday, and by means of the technique of family constellations. For a late fictional dialogue with
his grandfather, his source of inspiration was the 5 elements from the West African culture of the
Dagara  presented in detail in his book "Harzer Ahnenerde", published in 2013.
For a few visitors, the result was not tangible enough. But beyond the certain knowledge that exactly
23 forced labourers were employed in the Goslar Weule companies, the machine factory and the glass
grinding shop (Im Schleeke) during the war, and that the companies were therefore not out of the or
dinary, according to Weule's wife Helga, it was also about the fundamental question of where the
roots of fascist behaviour lie. She gave an answer herself on Thursday: "It's because of how a culture
deals with feelings."
And that applies not only in psychology, she said, but also and especially in politics.
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Not a bad betrayal
"You have to betray bad family traditions, they come out anyway," Manfred Weule had said at the be
ginning of his remarks. It was not a bad betrayal, found equally impressed "trace seekers" and guests
by the course of the evening at the end of the event.
Text under the photo:
Back to the roots after almost 70 years: skilled workers Rochus Habel (left) and Rudolf Bock, who
worked at Weule in the postwar period, at an event on Thursday. Behind them in the middle Karl
Heinz Hilgert, son of the former Weule authorised signatory.
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Goslarsche Zeitung (Goslar newspaper) Friday June 3, 2016

Weule grandson makes history again
Public for the first time: company boss Hermann Weule died today 90 years ago today, when he saved
the life of an apprentice.
By Heinz-Georg Breuer
Goslar. A good year and a half ago, he already caused quite a stir in the imperial city: in November
2014, the ethnologist Manfred Weule, who was born in Goslar in 1947 and now lives in Austria,
worked through his family's involvement in the Nazi era and, in particular, in forced labor, in shoeless
form at an event organized by the “Spurensuche Harzregion” (“Traces of the Harz region”).
Now follows another exclamation mark. With a short appreciation Weule reminds of the fact that
today, 3 June, is the 90th anniversary of his grandfather's death. And the grandson describes for the
first time publicly that Hermann Weule, 1895 founder of the machine factory with iron foundry in the
Okerstrasse, today seat of a building market at the Odermarkplatz, died because he saved the life of an
apprentice boy. The company boss rushed in when a load hanging from the crane threatened to fall
and kill the apprentice, pushed the boy aside and was himself hit.
The next day's Goslarsche Zeitung spoke of an industrial accident and that the company boss was hit
in the kidney area and died of internal bleeding. A slight injury to the apprentice is mentioned, but not
the dramatic circumstances. These were later described by the son Hermann Weule Jr. in his estate
"Reports from times long past": in that difficult year of 1926, the company had accepted an order from
IG Farben Leverkusen for a crystallizing scale. This had to be lifted laboriously during construction.
In the process, a chain of the crane broke because of a missing link and triggered the dramatic effects.

"A selfsacrifice"
The grandsonManfred Weule later researched further in his own way and is now certain: "A selfsacri
fice with which he earned respect and affection and healed the wounds he had inflicted on himself and
others."
His grandfather came from a longestablished family in AltWallmoden and was the son of Heinrich
Weule, a pump manufacturer there. His brother Karl was the first German professor of ethnology at
the University of Leipzig. Heinrich was a brother of Johann Friedrich Weule, founder of the tower
clock factory in Bockenem. His son Wilhelm Weule founded the factory for optical apparatus in
Schleeke in 1896.
The Hermann Weule machine factory was continued by his sons Hermann Weule and Ernst Weule
and sold to the H.C.Starck lead works in 1973. Due to stricter environmental regulations, production
was discontinued in 1976. Hermann Weule senior, as described by his grandson, was a German con
servative entrepreneur, a successful designer and a man with rough edges, "tough but fair", feared for
his choleric outbursts. With an iron hand, he hardened his son to become his successor, for whom he
already sensed difficult times ahead with National Socialism and the war.

"And today?"
And yet, Manfred Weule says in retrospect, "His message was decency, responsibility, love, compas
sion. In 1926, it didn't seem to fit into the rough times. And what about today?"
Photo: The Weule machine factory on Odermarkplatz in Goslar, which closed in 1976, with a striking
tower clock from the Bockenem family. Today, a DIY store resides there.
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Documents, sources & photos: Antoshuk family, Odessa
Translation German into English: Manfred Weule
Translation of Russian documents: Bernhard Falch, Innsbruck
Photos Goslar p.18 & 19: Tracing association Harz region
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